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MEMOIR OF ELDER RICHE. 
(Continued from page 181.) 
TS ee , ae 
\ccordingly I ventio a secret place, & 
ocgaun my secret prayer. I continued I 
sho. id say not much more than one heur, 
wheal was broken off by a still, small 
voice, the words were plainly articulated 
} ‘ > 95 
and realized, and were as follows: “Your 
wiaciples, for fear 
of future and endiess misery : vou always 
have been, and now are excited to prav 
from the same false moiives.” 


motive ts from selfish 


oF Beleving 
without a shadew ofadoubt that this was 
the voice of God to me, I took great cn- 
couragement, thinking [bad now learned 
mv nitstake andhowto ory n future ac 
lv. IT instently rn-wel ly peti- 
(which was) that God would grant 

/ pray witn a good and holv motive 

hor i wight Os heard. By this trmel was 
nterrunted again with the same voice, 
hich said, “what are you doing now bet- 
than before? Your motives are the 
ime as Lefore—vyou wish for holy motives 
» escapeth torments of hell.” Then for 
tume [ was thoroughly convicted 
could (o nothing towards regenera- 
nots much as to think one 
good thought. Here I cutirely gave up 
seeking any nore, but found [lay atthe 
méncy of God todispose o. as he ‘saw fit. 
But aero calm overspread my mind and 
my pagsions all subsided. Instantly Il saw 
a VISIOD, 2S it appesred tome. I was walk- 
ines stecight roid with acclestial guide 
at ny right hand. The sun appeared to be 
about?» o hours high in the morning, shi- 
ningfsr uch a hazy cloud, cast a beautiful 
red and yeilow color on the ground. I 
saw astone wall on the right hand not 
quite finished ; and I siwa stone lying en 
the ground near the wall suitable to help 
finish the wall, here we stopt; my guide 
said to me, “by what means will this stone 
ever get placed into this wall ?” I an- 
swered, “if the owner of the premises 
judges the stone fit for the building and is 
self-moved to put it into the wall, it will be 


that I 


tine mysell 








A 


———— 


—— 








tor me = see) 
done; otherwise itnever will.” Mv guide 
said thet Dhad answered discreetly, ane 
then said to me, “thou art as that stone & 
youcan do no more toward influenciag 
God to put you into his building, than this 
stone can the owner to lay it into this wali; 
and you (said he) was placed by unerring 
wisdom into God’s building before the 
foundation ofthe world.” From that mo- 
neat Dhave firmly belscved without a tor- 
i. nting fear or doubt, that if I had died 
any monent from the day of my birth to 
that day, [ should have been as secure as 
any stonein his building. I immediately 
eutered into rest and ceagest irom my own 
WOiks—my joy was upfpfakable, aggh here 
I found myself divested that 
: Pe4 B 





fear which hath torment nev ice 
that ever memorable bh have I been in 
duced to pray from the same motive as 
before. Alchough at times IT did not fully 
see the salvation of all Adau’srace, vet I 
firmly believed that faith, hope and chari- 
tv, were the three iugredieuts that consti- 
tuted true christians: And also that sla- 
vish fear, tormenting doubts, seif-love and 
self-righteousness, or dependence on their 
own agency, produced spurious conver- 
sions,and begathypocrites. Never since 
can I bear to hear the fears of death or the 
torments of hell or future judgment bro’t 
up to influence people to be religious, but 
to use no other means than the simplicity 
of the gospel of good news, by hearing of 


which, fazth may come, which produces 


good works. The next thing which I rec- , 


ollect that arrested my attention was, I felt 
an unusual love for every person that oc- 
curred to mind. I said within mysell, 
what manner of salvation can this be! 
(surely I can think of those that will not ap- 
pear to be such lovely beings,) but those 
who before appeared hateful to me now 
appeared as lovely as my best friends. 
Then I concluded it was Christ in me that 


loved them with such impartiality as inclu- 


ced him to crv while expiring on the cross, 
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“Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” 
[ stilladhered to my first resolution to 

search the scriptures fer myself and cot 
rest on any measure of grace or light al- 
ready attained, but to press ferward for the 
mark . f the prize,&e. After this I read 
the scriptares with unspeakable delight 
which appeared to me a new book. I still 
adhered tothe Baptists, thinking they were 
the most righte ous pe ople of any ia my 
knowledge. ec next thing of im;ortance 
to me was ina ea of the night when 
deep sleep had fallen upon me. It 
appeared to me that I was suddenly awak- 
ed at the west end of a straight path, in a 
very thick wilderness where the trees were 
so thick behind me and at my right and 
left hand that [ could see but a few stepsa 
hy way,except t. the east where the light 
shone in its usual brightness as far as my 
eyescould reach. The ground was almost 
level where I stood, and kept a gradual as- 
ee: nearthe east end of the road 
Ww bindbeper it reached to the 
top of a mountain, over which the clear sky 
appeared. The road through the wilder- 
ness, Was as straight as a line, not a single 
branch from the forest hung over the strait 
and warrow way which was about twenty 
feet wide and filled with small bushes ; €x- 
cept in the middie of the road was a foot 
path just wide enoug) for one person to 
walk in. In this was neither briers nor 
bushes, nor an, thing to stumble over,: 
the least crook in ittrom oneend to te 
other. Atthe west end oft is road, | 
found myself as one just brought into exis- 
tence with a celestial friend hoiding me e- 
rect on my fret by the right arm 

Not knowing from what part of the wi 

dlersess or by what means [ was brvugit 
to that spot, [asked my guide from het 
part of the forest and by what means kL wa 
conveyed here.” He did not answer mc 
as I expected—he pave me ne account of 
any way te the path, but answered me in 
scriptural language, which was, ‘he leadeth 
in the blind, in a way they knew not.” He 
informed me that was the straight and nar- 
Tow way that led to mount zion ; and that 
Thad no strength only what I received 
Wher I was Drought iuto it: then putting 
a staff into my right hand which he called 
faith, without which, said he, “you can 
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neither stand nor go.” Then Iettine go 
my vightarm bid me walk, saving, “we 
walk by faith and not by sight.” Phen ft 
underste « the functions of each member. 
Although » vy eyes by the help of the light 
could see to the en.} of my jou ney, vet i 
could not move without the exercise of mv 
feetandthev could not exercise without 
the staff of faith, and having a steadfast 
hoye that i should not run in vain, but 

tain the prize which inspired me with zea} 
and thus Twent on my way rejer ing. 
Then casting my eyes tothe ground I « 

covered new tracks of travellers ; I babar 
whose they were, and they were all Bap- 
tists. Then I was care/ul to step isto 
their tracks. | 'v guide soon adeatnieeed 
me for it, for purposely stepping into their 
tracks, “ you mrs follow no man any fur- 
ther (said he) tho’ they follow Christ, if 
you continue so doing you will soon get 
out of this way, and will again be lost in 
the wilderness. Now (said he) I will shew 
you the mark, on which if you keep your 
eves you will never lose ‘the way, an! 


pointing t »the east he shewed mea bright 
light directiy the middle of the top of 
Mow: it pt te resen. th Og the sui through a 
fogev cloud. [could-ce the form of it 


es, Lthought it was 
iral sun, forthere it 


without dazziiag my ¢ 
i sun but not our nat 
pave ligt at alitiwes,and there was no 
night inthe way, nor on Mount Z on. 
Chat mark ( ail “ is exactly 
stray ght way, ke *e} ur eyes upt if. ana 
watk towards it; and your feet cannot miss 
the way. There is no occasion for your 
: to see other men’s footspeps, 

y which means you will be sure @ lose 
ewes?’ Thus fixing mv eves Jon the 
mark [ travelled with great delight and 
considerable distance ; 
ihoug ascent gained, yet I arose 
more in auvancing one step now, than in 
many when I first set out. I obserwed. to 
my guide that my strength was incréased, 
that I could go much taster and easter. 
He rep ahve ‘d “as your dav is, so your strengh 
shall be.” [ then cast my eyes on the 
greund to see whether I could ‘discover a- 
dy new tracks, not in order to walk in them 
but to see if any traveller had thus tar ad- 
vanced,asl was then fast ascending the 
hillof Zion. And I saw no sign of any 
recent traveller. Then said I tomy guide 
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(which had kept at my right hand to give 
me all the information neressary for the 
Journey and guide me into all truth) «I 
see no footsteps of the Baptists thus far ad- 
vanced. He replied no, the Baptists have 
never travelled so faras this. They are 
all at present in wilderness between this and 
the place where we first set out. Their 
carcasses have falles in the wilderness as 
many of the children cf Israel did. And 
they have lost sight of this way.” I still 
advanced, my joy and speed increasing 
until T arrived at the summit of the moun- 
tain. Here we stopned when I viewed 
with great transport and delight the sun 
which had lighted me all the way, and_ the 
beautiful situation of the mountain for de- 
lights, when my guide exclaimed with an 
Emphasis * this is noless than the house 
of God ard the Gate of Heaven. At this 
J instantly awoke with joyful surprise the 
words still sounding in my ears for a long 
time, 
that make mention of the old and young 
prophecying, dreaming dreams and seeing 


visions, In consequence of the out pourings | 


of the spirit of God. 
that from 


And this I frankly 
confess that time to the 
I 
a doubt butthis vision was In consequence 
of the cut pouring ef the spirit upon me, 
though, less than the least of all saints, yet 
this grace «as bestowed unon me. God 
grant that in future I may make a wise im- 
Provem ntof the same. I still adhere to 
my first resolution to search the scriptures 


&c. by which meais I learned that he who | 


knew bis master’s will and did it not, 


sheuld be beaten with more stripes than he | 
who kw witnot; that the punishment of | 


the iniquity of God’s people was greater 
shanafhatof Sodom, and that the wicked 


was compared to stubble fully dry, and | 


would be burned up root and branch, that 
allthe enemies of the Lord was compared 
w the fat of lambs which did consume a- 
way intosmoke, and hnally that Christ 


would in God’s own time and way destroy | 


death and him that had the power thereof, 
and deliver those who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
While under the doctrine and tradition of 
men, [ had been in the habit of limiting tne 


Holy One of Israel. that ifhe did not deli- | 


ver them in their life time he never weuld. 


Then followed those scriptures | 


present momentI have not the shadow of | 
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These and many other scriptures to the 
like import by the agency of the spirit 
which guideth to alltruth, enabled me to 
look to the end of the ministration of the 
law which is abolished and consequently, I 
ceased to believe inendless misery. Yet 
it was not made known to me that every 
soul that came of Adam’s 
leins would be restored to holiness and hap- 
piness ; for I was yet imperfect in the 
knowledge of the scriptures, and doubtless 
am yet. [ had read in the 3d chapter of 
Genesis that the ground was cursed for 
man’s sake, that thorns and thistles were 
added thereunto which was not included 
in the first creation when all then was pro- 
nounced very good ; and also the Lord 
had said to the woman, I will greatly mul- 
tiply thy sorrows, and thy conception 
which I understood as an addition of chil- 
dren to the loins of our first parents 1@ con- 
sequence of sinning which was notgipclu- 
ded when they were blessefl ana . 
ded to be fruitful. These new ideas that 
all men who were created in Adam and 
fell with or died in him would infallibly he 
restored and made alive in Christ, while 
those who were added to our first parents 
after their fall would cease to exist atte: 
the deathof the body. ‘These ideas I com- 
municated to my Baptist Brethren, hoping 
| that they would rejoice at those new dis- 
coveries, give God the glory and travel on 
with me ; bytI was greatly disappointed 
in this, as they rejected every new idea, 
and soon came on the trial of my faith, 
which I shall now relate. Before this our 
society in Warwick had voted themselves 
under the watch-care of a Baptist church 
in an adjacent town, whoee elder preached 
with us alternately as often as convenient. 
Our society put upa warrant to notify and 
warn the Baptists in Warwick to hold a 
society meeting, 1st. to choose a modera- 
tor, 2ndly to give an opportunity to all per- 
sons that saw it te be their duty, te come 
forward, tell their experiences, to receive 
the ordinance of baptism and join the 
church. 3rdly, Totry certam new dec- 
trines which was said to have crept 10 a- 
mong us. : 
~~ Baptist Ministers attended said 
neeting. The Eller of the church under 
whose watc!i-care we then were, was Cho- 
| sen mederator,who first called fer all those 
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persons who saw it their duty to receive 
the ordinance of Baptism to give their 
names which was done. A number gave 
their names, among whom was Nathaniel 
and Caleb Rich. The Moderator heiog 
anxious to foreclose the way s that my 
brother and I might not have an opportu- 
nity of relating our experience, and there- 
by giving the reason of our hope, which 
article was next in order, he omitted the 
3rd article, and called fora hearing and a 
trial of those new doctrines. One of our 
Brethren came forward and accused us of 
things to which we did not agree. The 
Moderator then infermed us that we were 


permitted to speak for ourselves, and to | 


s ate the difference that subsisted between 
usandthese Brethren that accused us.— 
Then I arose and made the following 
statement: Our Brethren hold that the 


devil has a kingdom that will exist as leng | 


a3 the kingdom of God. But we hold that 


the il and all his works will be des- | 


troved, Eternally. One of the principal 
members of the council from an adjacent 
town, made the following reply, what 
need we any further witness, for we have 
heard trom their own mouths.”” The Moid- 
erator replied that the Devib and all his 
works would be destroyed, but tuat enl, 
meant that he and his subjects would have 
their existence supported in delito alle 
ternity, to receive the mest excratiating 


-~ . 5 
torments. ‘lhe substance of our defence 


was, tha: God aid not delight in punishing 
ry le CS eee ee ee ; 
the works Oo; his Hands, or hi , 

for punishment sake or from a princinie of 
revenge ; buat contrawise for thir ow? 


profit, that they may be partakers of 
Holiness. Andthat when any thine 
destroyed, it did not exist in the 

sense as before, as when a tree is buried 
it does not exist a tree, bucin ashes. How- 
ever, the Moderator permitted us io defend 
our cause about one hour, waca he posi- 
tively forbid our speaking any more on the 
subject. Notwithstanding he had three 
Ministers toatd him in the dispute, and 
after we held our peace the Moderator 
first gave full latituds to his tongue, to re- 
probate us and our faith. We perceived 
n the whole course of the debate that cur 
antagonists held asan essential article in 
their faith io set forth -n Eternal devil, an 


Kterval bell, and Eternal punishment as 


Se 





-_ — —-—-- puree 
—_———_— ——= -= > ——— «> 





h the most efficient meanstoconvert soul: to 


christran faith. It evidently neares to 
ns that the sword of the spirit of Love to 
God and good will toward men, the shield 
of faith, to ward off the fear of the devil 
and hell with all his fiery darts, and to have 
pre parati of the 
(to them) be very 


our feet shod with th: 
gospel of Peace, woul 
insufficient means to beget proselytes to 
toeir Faith; as an observatioa of our Moc. 
erator abundantly bore witness, which w 
as follows : “if the wicked cease to exist 
after the death of the body, thew are bette: 
off than the righteous, for te righteous are 
plagued all the day long—they deny them. 
selves the pleasures of this world, and 
suffer persecution for the cress of C 
&c. but the wicked may !eve their fu 
reerin sin, go toalllengths in the gratnf- 
cation of tieir lusts, go on with impunity 
and without remorse, and then cease 
exist, and escare endless misery.) * Y¢ 
(replied he’ if this be the case, thev are 
much better off than the righteous.” I 
felt very anxtousto reply to the Modcra- 
tor’s observation, but could not be perimit- 
Next the Moderator eailed upon all 


those who had designaced themselves fer 


ihe ordinance of bupt Sm, to came fe rwarcd 
, 7 . 
and relate their expe:tence, except mi 
brother. Nathaniel ond myself were not 
nermitted to give to chat bodw the reason 
t ‘I } mT +f } a tine ’ 4 . 
ofFour hope tm that form. s4¢c¢ Mody 
my eldest brother, Thomas, and 2 number 


ol others came forward and gave ¢ 

: ' be | 
son ei tacir hope ; thev were all reeeivg@l 
\. Bole 


as experimental Ci ristlans by thie 
1 es x, 1 
\ bre tocr—Nis CB pe- 


council, especrally 
‘ . _ ' 

L Ce Was Wucs adinied—cal le d a’clear 
ospelexpertonce. But before theSerdine 


of Bapiis »,mvbrother Phonies was 


ictiv exumiced whether he leliewed as 
we two did in these matters we hacMpeen 
disputing ; ke said he did not. The 
then asked him w yhedic pot labor an 
Sana ce nvince us Of our erro: He ree 
plied that he had often, but ¢ | not con- 
vince norcontutc us. ‘Ji nertusked if 
he believed that we were ; cl or 
converted persons! Hi ) t he 
had no doubt of that thou ! hie 
brace errors. They asked him i! could 
rece ive uS as christian breth: \ nile ve 
heid them? He said he couid Tien 


they refused to Baptize him only 
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Knowleceing us christians. Then they | fur the man’s sake, Seg assured fer uv- 


sroceeded toy lungre the rest and received 
‘mointo full communion, while they said 
tomy brother ‘Thomas, stand by. The 
next day we met again te make out certifie 
cates to clear our society from paying 
Minister rates ta the other re ligious socie- 


ww Im the town, and when we were togeth- 


ta prve anc recetve certificates, a certain 
man asked the Mocerator whether he prace 
treed wiving natural men certificates who 
did not profess to be converted or born a- 
gall >; He ans r i 10 the aff: ative, a he 
ding that man was not converted it bee 
came his duty to strive to be converted by 


‘of proper means, & what 
re proper than to attend meeting 
with the Bapusts ; thereto 
good 2 right to certificate 
Yitatier alithis the Mode ‘ratory utterly re- 
fused to give my brother Nathaniel and 
myself certificates. He was then remind- 
ed of what be had just said relative to giv- 
in: natural men cert’ficates. He said that 
we were worse than naturalmen, and that 
the Baptists will not be disgraced with 
uch men. But they did not agree among 
themselves ; one man im particular con 
tended that we hada right to certificates, 
aswe believed in bapttsm by way of tm- 
mersion. Although the Moderator con 
sented the question s could be decided by 
cc, accerdingiy the house was divided 
by a ioe north and south, giving us the 
Kast side towards the sun’s rising, the 
plac: of light, wrile he himself took th 


had as 
as a christian. 


they 


west. exclaiming, now we shall see whe ts 
on the Lord’ Wes al dt ey all touk ene 
side or tic other, except one man, who had 


ought t nave ceruficetes, 
being imfinid tedby the Mecerator, «¢ are 
net vet for us, and nts inclination and 
consort ner forbidhim to vote against u 
stegsped on to toc line saying I wii be ne 
te”, Lhevotes were then counted, andl 
therewasatic. ‘Th n said the Modera- 
tor, th shail be no neuter, he that is not 


‘ . . , 
tor US 18 against us 3; t 


contenug: \ 


you shall 
Devil’s. At 


e On Lit 


this th 


L.: rd’s Side ¢ the 


hap reluctanthy tepped onthe west sid 
Seying I abhor the doctrine they old, yet 

2 as - 
Poo notsee why they may t have certif- 


c ics, and if Lmust take one side or the 
Otier, Lm take the & rd’s 


which my fecliugs were very much hours 


side > 
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self, that he loved the doctrine, and hac 
voted against every tender feeling of his 
own heart, being compelled thereto hy the 
fear of man which bringeth a snare. Thus 
was my Brother, and N.aod myself, and 
Joseph Goodell cast aut of the Baptist so- 
crety, not being allowed tebe called of 
their order. Itwas not enough that they 
denied us the privilege of telling our expe- 
riences, and of being baptized and join 
with our Brethren in church erder which 
we were desirous of doing if we could 
have found in them a meck and quiet ‘Sp Ii 
1t which becometh all possessors of chris- 
tianity, notwitastanding they differed f om 
us as widely in sentiment as we cid from 
them. This being the only instance that 
ever come within the circle of my knowl- 
edge of persons being expelled from are- 
ligious chureh and society both, not being 
allowed any privilege for neither. Joseph 
Goedell was alsocast out for publicly qay- 
ing that he believed with my brother and 
myself, ( To be continued.) 








‘For the Candid Examiner. 
COMMUNION UNSCRIPTU 
RAL.” 
Thus says Elder Dimock—our asso- 
tate judge.—His decisions come with two 
fold force—First, as one of the bench, and 
secondly,as the head of the Baptist party in 
this county. A question may arise, alter 
his annunciations and decisions—Is there 
any appeal?) Yes, thank God! We may 
appeal to the Holy Scripture, and common 
sense. Inthiscou.trv,we do not bow 
our knees to the Pope oi Rome, nor to the 
Baptist Pope, nor any other pepe.—Ou 
minds are free,as well as our bodics— 
these are un: lienab le rights. We claim 
them, and let ne man pre we to take them 
fromus. I really felt, Mr. Editer, some: 
what hurt, at the apparent want of modes 
ty in the assertion of the ‘Mirror.’ Oper 
communion unscriptural,’ Would you 
not call this hightoned 2? Would you not 
‘y that such conduct iftimated, if [ had 
permis sion, J would hh: vid the gure of hea- 


“OPEN 


2 »-] ty 

en fastagainst all sinners, who dared t 
IA, hrerrne 

cek adm: ested otherwise, than by beins 


a by s¢ ne minister sentforth by a 


‘ ' aq % > > cre 1 
bapa i College Such illiberal sentin 
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ents really ees me—No Bull was eve 
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issued from the Papal throne more cal: ula- 
ted to rouse the indignant feelings of chris- 
tians, than the assertion, “Open commun- 
ion unscriptural.” The being in good 
standing in the Presbyterian, In !ependant, 
Congregational or Episcopalian or Meth- 
odist orders, avail nothing—No, unless 
the applicant has been Baptistically plung- 
ed, he is not admitted to their communion 
table—Upon trav word, those Baptists have 
great notions of their Apostolic.l powers. 

Good peuple, who may read these few 
lines, the writer wishes you to read No. 9 
of the Mirror and judge ofthe propriety 
of the close communioners.—They de- 
clare all are wrong in their religious con- 
duct, who believe in Infant Baptism—And 
further, thatthey think the practice un- 
scriptural, because it is not stated express- 
ly—All who have children must have them 
baptized. Ifyou can find in Mr. Fuller’s 
letter, one passage of scripture, which ex- 
pressly says, that no person shall partake 
of the Lord’s Supper, until he has been 
plunged or sprinkled, or has had water 
poured upon him, or themeyou have 
more penetraticn than I have, and will be 
under obligations to let the public know it. 
You may infer, that haptism comes before 
the supper, but Ihurably taink, that you 
cannot possibly shew it. 

These lines have been written and sent 
to you, Mr. Editor, that the ‘Mirror’ may 
see, that there is one hard headed _ sinner, 
who does not swallowtamely all he may 
please to advance from his editorial chair. 
—adieu—yours respectfully » 9» 





From the Untversalist Magazine 
PRIESTCRAFT AT ITS WIT’S END. 
What the clergy have been in the habit 
of calling the “Day of Judgment—the gen- 
eral Judgment,” &c. has tor ages been 


wonderfully subservient to the object of 


imposing on weak and credulous minds, an 
awful terror, which has contributed nota 
little to the support of their ghostly influ- 
ence. In almost all their sermons they 
were careful to season their doctrines and 
exhortations with a rousing appeal to the 
day of judgment, when the universe will 
be assembled before the judge of all, and 
they be employed as witnesses against 
those who do not inthis world adhere to 
theirdogmasand obey their magdates.— 
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This imaginary judgment, being the creas 
ture of human invention, hos always been 
subject to be represent d im a character to 


| suitthe genius of whatever fan.tic t und 


itcenvenient to declaim or it. Atone 
time we have heard the preacher display 
his powers of oratory on the preparations 
which will be necessary for this judgment 
toset. Inthis attempt we have often 
been led 10 contemplate the material heav- 
ens and earth,including the oceans and 
rivers, all in flames, consuming by fire.— 
This sulject has served to fan the zeal of 
the preacher to such extravagance that de- 
cency would form no boundary to his ran- 
tings. At another time we have been eo- 
tertained with a description of the general 
resurrection, when ail, who shall have liv- 
ed on the earth, will be raised from the 
dead, with the same bodies their spirits 
left at death,in order te appear at the 
judgment seat. Ithas been asserted that 
the different members of the same body, 


some of which were lost in one country, 


and some which returned to dust in anoth- 
er, &c. would be seen flving inthe air to 
come tog: ther, so that the open firmament 
of heaven will be full of different parts of 
human bodies, rushing along to find their 
companions. T' is subject has answered 
a wonderful purpose, as asubject of loud 
preaching. 

At another time the preacher would la- 
bor to represent the reiuctance with which 
the departed spirits ofthe wicked will be 
compelled to resume the body in which it 


| had committed its crimes. 


But nothing has been so much theitheme 
of preaching, on this subject, as the terms 
on which justification in the day of, may 
be expected. This has furnished the cler- 
gy of different denominations ample means 
to condemn each other,to preach agaiyst 


| each other’s doctrine, and to anticipate the 


general judgment, by judging and con- 
demning each other, while they all pre- 
tend to be probationers forthe general tri- 
al. 

The wonderful excitements, called revi- 
vals, have been almost entirely owing to 
the terrors of the day of judgment: and it 
is by these stirs thatthe clergy succeed 1n 
maintaining their craft. But of late the 
public have been told that the dcctrine 
which the clergy have held up respecting 
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his judgment in a futur state, 38 not 
found in the This has excited 
sreatconcern among those whose craft de- 
pends on this doctrine. 

It surely cannet be very diGcult to anti- 
cipate the troubles which await : the labors 
of th se, whose standing and influence i: 
seciety depend on the maintenance of this 
erstition. As itis 
ion, the cler zy know 

bat re will oe expected that they will at 
Brot te prove it. But euch an attempt 
the honest 
; but the most 
it now. 
what advice ts ithest to 
vat whicht ey will most 
Weadvise them to be 
to be candid, toread the Divine 
oracles with cauti.n, te see if they can find 
this frightful doctrine, of a general judg- 
me:tinaduture state, recorded in the 
iptures. And furthermore, when they 
we convinced that the Bible knows noth- 
ing, and teaches nothing of such a_ doe- 
trine, we advise them to confess the fact 
ff their conviction to the world. 

Having advised the clergy, and being 
confident that they will not accept the ad- 
vice, we will advise the common people, 
having gO. 1d reason to hope that they will 
profit by it. The common pe ple are ad- 
vised to read the scriptures for sheer nselves, 
and endeavortoknow wirthcr this 
trine of a future geveral ju igment is there 
taught; andalso to find those passages, 

hich the clergy cite in support of — sard 
o@wine, an’ go to their ministers and ask 
themito p: int outand sew that such pas 
sages do in fact, belong to sucha subject. 


scriptures, 


so much venerated su 


in Gucsi 
i 


will tssue in a defeat. Thi iS 
ones W er 


iboniekly ai 
part, no doubt, 

In this situation, 
ea e? Answ er, tl 
certalply reject. 
honest, 


oy oe 
rei 


coc 


By suchwmcans knowl ex will be much 
increased, and priestcralt diminished. 
Itis ofnfiiently and most soberly belic- 


ved, tudt the clergy ali combined, are not 

able to , rove the existence of the Ael/ which 

thew have held up io the people, or of the 

devil, about w omthey have said so much ; 

ér that the scriptures any where speak of 

what they call tne gen rai judgment. H. B. 
A QUESTION FOR DEBATE. 

We jearn ire. tiic op the Kenne- 
beck Journol, thatthe Nucieus.or debating 
Clu: i Lips laty were to Lire 
the following question : “is an institution 


discussee 
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EXAMBPNER, if 


shedidn a ai 





on were + or SIV oe 
a ———s 


far the purpose of educating pious indigent 
oung men for the minis stry, foundin: ga 
» rmanent and continually increasing fund 
(according sto a plan lately proposed in 
this town,) calculated to be be neficial to 
‘osterity ?”” Weare happy to see such 
questions introduced for discussion. If 
this and similar institutions are calculated 
to be beneficial to our country, an examin- 
ation into their merits and tendency can 
do them no harm ; butif as we sol- 
emnlv believe, they contain the seeds of ec- 
clesitstical power ‘and tyranny, the soone 
they are exposed the better. We ope 
the time has arrived when it cannot be ca!- 
led profanity for the public to look inte 
the plans, and ascertain the inteetions otf 
ambitious men, claiming to be protected 
from an examination into their schemes by 
ibe pretended sanctity of their character. 
Christian Intelligencer. 
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From the Siiordue & Telegraph. 
THE SACRIFICE OF ABRAHAM. 
Morn breaketh tn the East. 
Are putting on their gold and violet, 
To look the meteor for the sun’s bright com- 
ing, 
Steep ts upon the waters and the wind ; 
And nature, fron the wary forest leaf 
lo her majestic masier, sleeps. As yet 
here is no mist upon the deep blue sky, 
\nd the clear dew is upon the blushing blo 
soms 
O} crimson roses ina holy rest. 
ow hallowed is the hour of morning! meef, 
Ave —beautifully meet, for the pure prayer. 





TS nme an | 





lhe patriarch standeth at his tented door ; 
With his white locks uncever’d. °Tis his wont 
lo gaze upon the gorgeous GCrient ; 

And at that hour the awfal majesty 

Of man who talketh often with his God, 











!. wont to come again and clothe his brow 

is at his forescore strength. But now, he 
seemeth 

To be forgettul of his vigorous frame, 

And boweth to his staff as at the hour 

O: noontide suliriness. And that bright 

'f> looketh at its pen il 'd4messengers 

Coming ia golden raiment, as if all 

Were buta graven scroll of fearfalness. 

Ah, he is waiting to herald tn 

ibe bour to sacrifice his much le yd son ! 


sun--+ 


The purple clouds 
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2 CAN DID EXAMINER. 

So —— == 2 TREE ee ee om rare N—neNE TS 
Licht poureth on the world. And Sarah stands, i Upon his bosom Ike a drooping bnd, 
Watching the steps of Abrabamand her child | Lifting it not, save now and then to steal 
Along the dewy sides of the far hills, | A look up to the tace whose steroness awd 
And praying that ber sunny boy faint not— i Elis childishness t> silence, 


Would she have watch’é their path so silently, | 


ifshe bad known that he waa going up, 

Ev’n iv his fair hair’d beauty, to be slain 

As a white lamb for sacrifice ? They trod 

Tagether onward, patriarch and child— 

The bright sun throwing back the old man’s 
shade 

in straight and fair proportions, as of one 

Whose years were freshly number’d. He 
stood up, 

Even in his vigorous strength, and hke a tree 

Rooted in Lebanon, his frame bent not ; 

His thin white hairs had yielded to the wind, 

And left his brow uncover’d ; and his face, 

[mpress’d with the stern majesty of griet 

Nerv’d to asolemn duty, now stood forth 

Like arent roek, submissive, yet sublime. 

But the young boy—he of the laughing eye 

And ruby lip, the pride of lite was on him. 

He seemed to drink the morning. Sun and dew, 

And the aroma of the spicy trees, 

And ai} that giveth the delicious East 

{ts fitness for an Eden, stole like light 

Into his spirit, ravishing his thoughts 

With love and beauty. Every thing he met 

Buoyant or beautful, the lightest wing 

Ot bird or insect, or the palest dye 

Of the fresh flowers, won him from his path, 

And joyously broke forth his tiny shout 

As he flung back his silken bair, and sprasg 

Away to some green spot or clustering vine, 

To pluck his iofant trophies. Every tree 

And fragrant shrub was a new hiding place, 

And he would couch till the old man came by— 

Then bound before him with his childish laugh, 

Stealing a look behind him playfully, 

To see if he had made his father smile. 


The sun rode on in heaven. The dew stole 
up 

From the fsesh daughters of the earth, and 
heat 

Came like a sleep upon the delicate leaves, 

And bent them with the blossoms to their 
dreams. 


Still trod the patriarch on with that same step, | 


Firm and unfaultering, turning not aside 

To seek the olive shades, or lave their lips 

In the sweet waters of the Syrian wells, 
Whose gush hath somuch music. Weariness 
Stole on the gentle boy, and he forgot 

To toss his sunny hair from off his brow, 

And spring for the fresh flewers and light wings 
As in the early morning : but he kept 

Close by bis father’s side, and bent his head 


it was noon—. 
And Abraham on Moriah bow’d himsely, 
And baried up his face, and »raved for streacth 
He could not leok upon his son and pray, ‘ 
But with his hand apon the clustering enris 
Of the fair, kaeeling bey, he prayed that God 
Would nerve him for that howr. Ob tian wa- 
made # > 
For the stern conflict. Ina mother’s love 
here is more tenderaess ; the thousand cords 
Voven with every fibre of her heart, 
Complain, hike delicate harp strings, ata breatl, 
But love in man is one deep principle, 
Which like a root grown ina rified rock, 
Abides the tempest. He rose up, and laid 
The wood upon the altar. All was done. 
He stood a momeut—and a deep quick flush 
J ° , 
Passed o’er his countenance: an! then he 


nerv’d 
His spirit with a bitter strength ; an? ©: 2ke— 
«* Jeane! my only soa.”—The boy } l up 
And Abraham turned his face away, a ept. 
‘s Where isthe !imb, iny Father ?’’—-Oh the 
tones, 


The sweet the thrilling music ofa chi! | 
How it doth agonize at such an honr ! 
I: was the last deep struggle—Abr. nam held 
His lov’d, his beautiful, bis only son 
And lifted up his arm, aad call’ | on God — 
And lo! God’ Angel staid him--and he fel! 
Upon his face and wept. 

OBITUARY. 

Died in Brooklyn on Sunday evening 
the 22nd of April last, Mrs. Leah Bisb@e, 
wife of Maj. Seth Bisbee. In the @d@eath 
of Mrs. Bisbee her family is deprived ofa 
blessing the loss of which will be severely 
feltandlong regretted. In henigevere ill- 
ness she manifested a perfect binissidu 
to the will of Heaven, triumphing, evea in 
the prospect of death, in an unWavering 
hope of immortality beyond the grave. 

WAR. 

When Musselmen kill a sheep, they ex- 
claim.“ Icut thy throat in the name of 
God.”—An apt motto ior war in general. 
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